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On the Legal Spirit of the Qin Dynasty in the Legal Documents of the
Shuihudi Qin Bamboo Slips
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Abstract: Based on the legal documents of the Shuihudi Qin bamboo slips,this paper explores the Qin

legal spirit through case analysis.The research indicates that the Qin legal spirit exhibits four major

characteristics:emphasizing the authority and universality of the law with supreme constraints;valuing social

order and public interest with a focus on ecological protection and punishing evil;respecting and protecting

individual rights by guaranteeing basic survival rights and clarifying criminal responsibilities;and stressing the

meticulousness and operability of the law,reflecting the technical rationality of judicial practice.This spirit is

essentially a complex synthesis integrating authority,public welfare,rights protection,and technical rationality.
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